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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

n behalf of San Diego State University, it’s an honor to welcome fellow Aztecs and the 
entire San Diego community to the new Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union.

Our university has a tradition of overcoming obstacles and moving forward. In 1930-
31, amidst the enormous uncertainties of the Great Depression, we moved our campus to Montezuma Mesa 
and laid the cornerstone of Hepner Hall. In 2011, our students, facing the deepest recession in U.S. history, 
followed in this tradition and began construction on a new student union for the 21st century.

Their vision, dedication and investment created something special. The Conrad Prebys Aztec Student 
Union contains innovative sustainability features and also inspires with Mission Revival architecture 
emblematic of SDSU.

This building is a monument to the Aztec spirit and to what our community can achieve when students, 
faculty, staff and alumni work together to advance our campus.

As part of our new strategic plan, we are rededicating ourselves to the ideal and importance of community 
– to the ideal that shared values and shared experiences matter and to the recognition that accomplishing our 
missions of education, research and service depends on our communal efforts.

The Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union provides the physical spaces for us to come together and build 
community by sharing ideas, performances and lectures, a meal or recreation activities. 

I would like to extend a thank-you and congratulations to our students, our Associated Students’ leaders 
and all of those who helped build the Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union. You are leaving an important 
legacy for generations of Aztecs.

DR. ELLIOT HIRSHMAN
PRESIDENT,
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

PHOTO BY MONICA L INZMEIER

Elliot Hirshman
President, San Diego State University
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

JOSH MORSE
PRESIDENT,
ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF SDSU
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elcome home Aztecs!
It is an honor to be your Associated Students President at this important time in 

San Diego State University history. I am standing on the shoulders of past student 
leaders who had a vision. They dedicated an immense amount of time and energy into sharing that vision, and 
finally, by getting others to believe in it, we are able to celebrate that vision come to fruition in the Conrad 
Prebys Aztec Student Union. What a beautiful tribute and statement on what can be achieved when students, 
administration, faculty, staff and the community work together towards a shared goal. 

We all benefit from the services, programs and amenities offered in the union. With new restaurants, state-
of-the-art theater and conference rooms, the ARC Express with the best equipment on the market, and the 
radically hip Aztec Lanes, to name just a few highlights in the building, I am confident that the union will feel 
just like home! I cannot wait to learn about what new visions are born here in this space from students just 
being able to gather together sharing and exchanging ideas. 

Finally, it is with great pride that we can state we have the most sustainable student union in the California 
State University system. This Leadership in Environmental and Energy Design Platinum project is testament 
to SDSU’s commitment to sustainability, and we are proud to be at the forefront of this movement. As you 
tour the building, be sure to note the subtle, yet beautiful sustainable aspects of the building.

This is a great time to be an Aztec, and we have so much to be grateful for! I want to thank and 
congratulate all those who worked so hard to see this building come to life, especially the students, whose 
vision, involvement, and patience allowed this dream to be realized. 

On behalf of Associated Students, it is with great pleasure that I welcome you home to your new campus 
living room in the house that students built!

Josh Morse
President, Associated Students
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINA BROWN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF SDSU

PHOTO BY MONICA L INZMEIER

t is a great day to be an Aztec! 
The grand dedication of the Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union today is monumental. 

It is proof of how SDSU students are creating lasting, positive change on campus. Students 
understand that with foresight and vision the decisions they make today can create a lasting legacy for 
generations of Aztecs to come. 

I am proud to work on a daily basis with such thoughtful, insightful, and hardworking students. Today’s 
SDSU student leaders continue the long Aztec tradition of student leadership that has made such a difference 
on this campus throughout its history. It was SDSU students who built the first student union in the 
California State University system in 1968. Since then, students have worked with university administration 
to expand student-directed facilities and programs, including Viejas Arena, the Aztec Recreation Center, 
the SDSU Children’s Center and the Aztec Aquaplex. Today, SDSU students can celebrate a decade of 
work dedicated to designing and building a new student union for today’s SDSU community and for future 
generations.

SDSU student leaders continue to inspire and blaze a trail as they go out and make a difference in the 
world. No matter where they go and what they do in life, all Aztecs know that the Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union and SDSU will always be their home. 

Thank you for being a part of this momentous day, and welcome to your new campus living room, the 
Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union!

Christina Brown
Executive Director, Associated Students

|   Co n r a d  P r e b y s  a z t e C  s t u d e n t  un i o n  Gr a n d  d e d i C a t i o n  3 /7 / 146



LEONARDO CASTAÑEDA
EDITOR IN CHIEF,
THE DAILY AZTEC

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

PHOTO BY MONICA L INZMEIER

veryone wants to be there for the big story. For journalists, there’s nothing better than 
being there to cover the story that will forever change the community. 

As a student journalist, I was lucky enough to be a writer for The Daily Aztec during 
the last year of the Aztec Center. I interviewed artist Mario Torero next to his famous courtyard mural under 
the shade of the stately campus tree. I covered now-President Elliot Hirshman’s first introduction to the 
San Diego State community during an open forum in the center’s Montezuma Hall. I listened to candidate 
speeches from future Associated Students President Cody Barbo and Gov. Jerry Brown. 

 Many of the most important stories The Daily Aztec ran in the past 50 years took place in the center. 
Already, I see the same happening at the Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union. It’s a place where far-reaching 
decisions will be made, where protests and celebrations will be hosted and where lasting Aztec memories 
will be formed. I’m excited to see the stories that future generations of SDSU students, faculty and staff will 
create in this unique shared space, the true heart of campus.

This is clearly a historic moment for both the SDSU community and The Daily Aztec. This year the 
newspaper is celebrating its centennial, launching into the digital-first world of reporting to best serve our 
community, and for the first time ever we are publishing this commemorative magazine. 

Many alumni remember us as the campus newspaper, but that’s not only who we are anymore. We are 
SDSU’s student media—online, mobile and print. As the student union grows and improves campus life in 
new and exciting ways, The Daily Aztec will also grow to cover those stories in innovative ways, using tools 
that might not even exist yet. 

It has been an honor—and pleasure—to be editor in chief of this campus institution during this memorable 
time. In these pages is the tireless work of The Daily Aztec’s staff as we seek to capture the energy and 
enthusiasm we feel all around us for the opening of the student union. While researching for these articles, we 
used countless stories and photographs our counterparts in the 1960s created for the opening of the Aztec 
Center. 

I hope that when future generations of Aztecs wonder what it was like when the student union officially 
opened on March 7, 2014, they’ll be able to look throughout these pages and feel the same pride and joy we 
do today. 

Keep reading.

Leonardo Castañeda
Editor in Chief, The Daily Aztec
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Throughout San Diego State's history, few moments have been 
as historic and transformative of campus life as the opening of 

the Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union. In this special magazine 
issue of The Daily Aztec is an in-depth look at the student union, 
and the SDSU and Associated Students leaders and milestones 

that have all led to this remarkable new campus landmark.
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ARCHITECTUREÎSUSTAINABILITYÎDIVERSITYÎARTÎMUSIC&FILMÎHEALTH&FITNESSÎ

LEADERSHIP.
WITH THE FORWARD-THINKING DESIGN AND FEATURES OF THE CONRAD 

PREBYS AZTEC STUDENT UNION, SAN DIEGO STATE PROVES IT IS A LEADER 
WHEN IT COMES TO THE ISSUES AZTECS CARE ABOUT
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When San Diego State approached 
CannonDesign architects to 
design a student union to 
replace the more than 40-year-
old Aztec Center, it presented 

them with a clear goal in mind.
“A challenge that was set out for us was to 

create a modern, highly sustainable building: 
We’re going to be (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) Platinum,” 
project principal Craig Hamilton said. “(We 
had) to do that with a modern building that 
also is reflective of, and true to, the original 
California mission revival architecture of the 
core of the campus.”

From the beginning it was clear meeting 
the highest levels of sustainability was 
going to be an overarching goal of the 
new structure. To achieve that meant far-
reaching decisions and careful planning that 
permeated the entire planning process.

“The way the LEED program is set up, by 
the time you get to LEED Platinum you’re 
not doing easy things that we as architects 
or the engineers would do to create a 
sustainable building,” Hamilton said. 

The planning started with where the 
different groups and services would be 
organized within the building. Most 
administration and Associated Students 
offices were placed on the western side of 
the building, above the Starbucks and food 
services. This allowed designers to maximize 
daylight, using a light well to bring light 
down to the third and second floors. The 
room is also ventilated, a decision made 
after looking at early 1920s buildings in San 
Diego, at a time before air conditioning. Of 
course, that’s in large part possible thanks to 
the relatively mild San Diego weather. 

Finding unique ways to maximize natural 
resources and conserve energy wasn’t the 
only design challenge Hamilton faced.

“We were working on the same site as the 

Aztec Center was, but with a much bigger 
building,” he said. 

In order to expand the building without 
making it seem overwhelming, the designers 
took advantage of a key element in mission 
revival architecture. The style, prevalent 
across campus, was popular during the late 
1800s and early 1900s. It was based on the 
architecture of the many missions dotting 
the Mexican northwest and American 
southwest, particularly California. 

“We were conscious of history and 
tradition, but in a variety of ways,” Hamilton 
said. “One of them is that the architectural 
language harkens back to Hepner Hall and 
the architectural core of the campus.”

According to Hamilton, an advantage of 
mission revival architecture is its reliance on 
relatively small buildings joined together to 

form larger structures. Breaking the building 
down also made it more personal and 
“human scaled,” Hamilton said. 

To do this, they created three separate 
courtyards joined by arched walkways. First 
is the courtyard students face walking in 
from the footbridge connecting campus 
to the residence halls. That entrance was 
moved to better match the bridge; in the 
Aztec Center students walked into a wall 
they then had to go around to enter campus. 
Now, students have the option to stay in 
that first courtyard, visit the main Lee and 
Frank Goldberg Courtyard, or the smaller 
three-sided courtyard on the west side, next 
to Starbucks. According to Hamilton, the 
multiple courtyards provide students with 
choices and variety, so they can maximize 

LEADERSHIP IN... A R C H I T E C T U R E .

DESIGN WITH PURPOSE
FORM JOINS FUNCTION TO MEET THE NEEDS & IDEALS OF AZTECS

Î by LEONARDO CASTAÑEDA

SEE ARCHITECTURE, P44

THE
COURTYARD
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LEADERSHIP IN... S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y.

The new Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union at San Diego State 
may appear to have been built 
exclusively for the pleasures of the 
students, but plans for this building 

went into action with what some would 
consider to be a much more important 
benefactor in mind: Mother Nature.

The building is the first in the California 
State University system and one of the first 
university buildings in the nation to receive 
a Leadership in Energy & Environmental 
Design Platinum certification from the 
U.S. Green Building Council.

Such an impressive feat comes from 
the determination of the students and 
faculty who have worked on the student 
union’s rebuilding process since 2008. 
Associated Students Vice President of 
External Relations Javier Gomez explained 
that when the financial crisis hit, plans to 
renovate the old student union could have 
been put at a standstill. However, A.S. and 
school officials agreed to instead view it as 
an opportunity to invest in the university’s 
future by focusing on cost-cutting and 
energy-efficient features.

“It was really just listening to students 
and the student voices that really wanted 
sustainability to be a big feature in the 
union,” Gomez said. “We wanted to 
make sure that we weren’t hurting the 
environment while we were making our 
union for the students.”

The LEED certification is known as 
an “internationally recognized mark 
of excellence (that) provides building 
owners and operators with a framework 
for identifying and implementing practical 
and measurable green building design, 
construction, operations and maintenance 
solutions,” according to the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s website.

Buildings up for consideration of LEED 

certification are rated on a points scale 
and can achieve a ranking of “certified,” 
“silver,” “gold” or “platinum.” 

To receive a ranking, buildings must 
first satisfy minimum prerequisites and 
are then evaluated in categories such as 
sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy 
and atmosphere, materials & resources, 
and indoor environmental quality, among 
others.  To reach a platinum rating, 
buildings must earn 80 or more points—a 
feat very few structures attain.  

Some of the aspects that went into 
creating sustainable construction for SDSU 
began with the demolition of the previous 
student union. Approximately 80 percent 
of the original Aztec Center was recycled 
into building materials for the replacement, 
according to Gomez. 

“They literally took the old union, since 
we had concrete, and ground that down 
and used that in this union,” Gomez said.

Of the remaining materials, 15 percent 
was sold, given away or repurposed 
elsewhere in the community. For example, 
old seating booths from the Aztec Center 

were given or sold to local businesses along 
with other furniture, leaving only 5 percent 
of the entire project as wasted materials, 
Gomez said.

The $104 million project took four years 
to complete and was more expensive and 
time-consuming because of the desire to 
include sustainable features. However, the 
larger price tag will now ideally result in 
significantly reduced costs in electricity 
and heating throughout the upcoming 
years. Gomez estimates the school could 
save anywhere between $4 million and $8 
million during the next three years because 
of the more efficient features. The building 
also uses approximately 40 percent less 
energy than most buildings of its size. 

This payoff has already begun by 
impressing donors with Aztecs’ dedication 
to sustainability.

“One of the things that we see as a 
really big factor in the donation that 
Conrad (Prebys) made toward the student 
union was the fact that students took the 
initiative to make it a LEED Platinum 
union, to invest in themselves and to invest 

PHOTO BY JENNA MACKEY

THE
FLOOR
PIPES

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM
SDSU IS COMMITTED TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF SUSTAINABILITY

Î by MADISON HOPKINS
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"WE’RE ‘LEEDING’ THE WAY, 
AS WE LIKE TO SAY, WITH 

THE LEED, AND IT’S REALLY 
EXCITING BECAUSE WE’RE 

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE."
- JAVIER GOMEZ

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS V.P. OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS

PHOTO BY JENNA MACKEY

into sustainability and to the future,” 
Gomez said. “So that $20 million, I can’t 
say for sure but I just don’t think it would 
have been that amount if this wasn’t a 
LEED Platinum union.”

Specific sustainable features of the 
building include a nontraditional method 
of temperature control with its radiant 
flooring system. Water pipes run under 
the floorboards with hot or cool water 
depending on the temperature of the room 
immediately above it. This system currently 
only circulated through the west side of 
the building, affecting Starbucks, Student 
Life & Leadership and office spaces. 

Other sustainable aspects include a 
rooftop garden used to reduce the overall 
heat of the building, motion sensor lights, 
automatic window shades, solar panels and 
an underground storage tank to collect 
rainwater. 

SDSU’s pioneering attitude toward 
sustainable renovation will likely continue 
into other on-campus buildings. The new 
Storm and Nasatir halls are LEED Silver 
certification equivalent and the Mission 
Bay Aquatic Center recently received 
LEED Platinum certification for its 
operations. 

As SDSU continues to update the 
campus for years to come, the eco-friendly 
theme will remain an integral part of Aztec 
leadership. 

“We’re ‘LEEDing’ the way, as we like to 
say, with the LEED, and it’s really exciting 
because we’re investing in the future,” 
Gomez said. “I’m just really proud that 
SDSU has that big picture and that mind-
set … We’re looking into the future and 
not just the now.”

THE
ROOFTOP

GARDEN
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Live the Good Life!

To honor the dedication of our new Aztec Student Union, 
5025 Apartments is offering a SPECIAL GIVEAWAY to

anyone who takes a property tour.

Fifty Twenty-Five   5025 Collwood Boulevard   San Diego, California 92115 

888.698.4197 • live5025.com

 
STOP BY &

TOUR
TODAYHURRY IN TO VISIT OUR LEASING                             OFFICE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 



Throughout the next couple weeks, 
thousands of visitors, students, 
faculty and staff will walk through 
the new Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union and not only notice 

the mission-styled architecture and the 
pleasant aromas coming from the new 
restaurants, but also the range of diverse 
students who call San Diego State home. 

SDSU has received national honors for 
being one of the most diverse universities 
in the country and the student union will 
further help foster diversity on campus. 

Gender, religion, race, disability, sexual 
orientation, nationality and veteran status 
were all taken into consideration when 
developing the new student union, Chief 
Diversity Officer Aaron Bruce said. 

“I met with a lot of different committees 
and planning groups to talk about how 
to best serve the campus and the campus 
community,” Bruce said. “So everybody, 
like commuter students, was thought 
about as well as disability access as part of 
the new building.”

As a result, the student union has 
plenty of space—206,000 square feet to 
be exact—to meet the needs of 34,000 
students and more than 300 different 
student-run organizations.

Inside the student union, there are 13 
meeting rooms of various sizes and a 300 
fixed-seat multipurpose theatre. There are 
outdoor program areas outside the union, 
and inside the Center for Leadership & 
Community Service there are student 
organization offices. 

For Queer Student Union President 
Thomas Negron Jr. it was only a couple 
a months ago that his apartment served 
as his club’s office and storage space. But 
now, with shared office space within the 
Center for Leadership & Community 
Service, his club has a permanent home on 

campus and therefore another area for his 
members to feel welcomed. 

“I think truly it’s another area for the 
members of our club because they often 
feel like there are no spaces for them,” 
Negron Jr. said. “So this is another space 
for them and it’s really exciting for them 
to have access to a new space inside the 
student union.”

When visitors walk into the Center for 
Leadership & Community Service, they 
will see a large open layout filled with 
decorated student organization offices 
and cubicles all within close proximity to 
one another. Having to share a floor with 
other student clubs has many advantages, 
Negron Jr. said.

“Last semester, I wasn't constantly 
running into other organizations and now 
we are forced to interact with each other, 
which is a positive thing,” Negron Jr. said. 
“One of the reasons we asked to be in this 
space is because we wanted to bring that 

diversity to the student union and I’m 
starting to see these organizations moving 
in. That’s going to be a huge benefit for 
us to be working together and working 
around each other and close by.”

Negron Jr. is not the only student 
organization president who is excited to 
utilize all the resources the student union 
has to offer.

Association of Chicana Activists 
President Erika Perez said her club 
plans on using the space for meetings, 
conferences, storage and events. 

 “There is really a lot that this new 
building offers though, for everyone in 
general,” Perez said.

From the Aztec Recreation Center 
Express to Aztec Lanes and the numerous 
lounges that provide wireless Internet 
access, this building was designed with all 
students in mind.

“It’s definitely a place to bring all kinds 
of students together,” Bruce said. “It will 
become an important gem on our campus 
for us to celebrate our commitment to 
sustainability as well as a pathway or 
entrance into the campus.”

The student union will not only house 
student organization offices and the Center 
for Leadership & Community Service, but 
also a Commuter Student Resource Area 
and the Center for Intercultural Relations. 
Moreover, it will help house diversity and 
spread awareness on the SDSU campus, 
Bruce said.

“I think most importantly it’s the 
diversity of the programming that will go 
on in the new student union and how it 
engages all our students, not just students 
who are historically underrepresented,” 
Bruce said. “But our student body as 
a whole gets to learn about the great 
diversity of our campus, as well as the 
world we live in.”

PHOTO BY MONICA L INZMEIER

LEADERSHIP IN... D I V E R S I T Y.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
STUDENT UNION SEEKS TO MEET DIVERSE STUDENT NEEDS

Î by ADRIANA BUSH
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“(THE NEW 
STUDENT UNION) 
WILL BECOME AN 
IMPORTANT GEM 
ON OUR CAMPUS 
FOR US TO 
CELEBRATE OUR 
COMMITMENT TO 
SUSTAINABILITY 
AS WELL AS A 
PATHWAY OR 
ENTRANCE INTO 
THE CAMPUS.”
- AARON BRUCE
CHIEF DIVERSITY OFFICER
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Students who wander to the second 
floor of the Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union can view artistic 
echoes of the past.  Specifically, 
tiled photographs of three murals 

that were painted onto the walls of the 
original Aztec Center. 

The three murals on display were 
painted by students studying Chicano 
art during the late 1970s and early 
1980s. Each depicts an important facet 
of Chicano culture, contributing to the 
promotion of diversity at San Diego State. 

The desire to create and preserve art 
is found in SDSU students across time. 
When plans to demolish the Aztec Center 
came to fruition in 2011, students sought 
to preserve the murals that decorated the 
center’s walls. 

“When we were talking about the new 

union, and tearing the old one down, the 
first thing students thought was, ‘How 
are we going to preserve the remnants of 
the old union’ and, ‘How are we going to 
remember it?’” Vice President of External 
Relations Javier Gomez said.

Because the murals were painted 
on plaster, the originals unfortunately 
couldn’t be preserved. That didn’t stop 
determined students.

“Once we found out they couldn’t be 
removed, the next thought was, ‘How 
we do we commemorate these murals in 
the new union?’” Gomez said. “We took 
high-resolution photos of the mural so 
that we could commemorate all three of 
the murals in the new union as well as the 
history of the old union.”

“Mexico, the Periods” illustrates 
the rich history of Mexico while its 

neighboring mural gives praise to the 
gods of music. Swirls of yellow and sharp 
white lines come together in the leftmost 
mural entitled “Life, Birth-Death and 
Rebirth.” Designed by Mario Torero, the 
journey to creation for this mural was a 
rocky one.

Torero is one of the founding members 
of Centro Cultural de la Raza, and in 
1980, the organization featured Mexican 
artist Jose Guadalupe Posado. Posado’s 
artwork is popular for featuring skeletons, 
and has become synonymous with Dia de 
los Muertos. At the same time, Torero 
was teaching a Chicano art class at SDSU. 
He wanted to end the academic year with 
a bang and decided that a mural would 
be the perfect project for him and his 
students. 

“We were so excited about presenting 

LEADERSHIP IN... A R T .
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“WE CONVINCED THE 
FACULTY THAT OUR 
DESIGN WASN’T IN ANY 
WAY OFFENSIVE, BUT 
THAT IT WAS PART OF A 
CULTURAL REFLECTION 
OF CHICANOS AND OUR 
HISTORY..."

- MARIO TORERO
MURAL ARTIST

PAINTING THE WAY
MURALS ARE A CULTURAL EXPRESSION FOR CHICANO STUDENTS

Î by ELISSE MILLER
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Posado at the Centro that we connected 
the Centro Cultural to co-sponsor 
our project, which was to create a 
mural at SDSU that would celebrate 
Posado’s artwork in combination with a 
composition that was created by students 
at SDSU, specifically the ones in my 
class,” Torero said.

When Torero submitted his initial 
design for the mural, administration 
reacted negatively to it because they 
found the work to be too morbid. This 
halted the project altogether. Torero and 
his supporters rallied against the criticism 
with petitions.

“Because the whole class of students 
was involved in creating this, we all 
campaigned to make it happen,” Torero 
said. “We convinced the faculty that our 
design wasn’t in any way offensive, but 
that it was part of a cultural reflection 
of Chicanos and our history, and that it 
should be applied to the school.”

The discussions and protests worked, 
and in May 1980, Torero’s students finally 
painted the mural.

As time passed, the mural became 
lovingly referred to as “The Clock Mural” 
because of the large clock around which 
the mural was painted. During the 
planning for the construction of the new 
student union, Torero attended meetings 
in hopes that the art could be preserved. 

“It took me months before I could 
finally get myself together and I was 
able to then get some members of my 

community to rally behind me and 
together we sent a letter to President 
(Elliot) Hirshman,” Torero said.

Thankfully, Torero’s mural hangs 
proudly in the student union, and he has 
plans of installing more art at SDSU. He 
is currently in the process of planning and 
designing another mural to be featured on 
the SDSU campus in collaboration with 
the SDSU School of Art and Design.

It will be a mural done in glass mosaics, 
and use “Life, Birth-Death and Rebirth” 
as “the foundation to create something 
that is something more contemporary.”

With the display of the mural 
recreations along with another mural 
located in Montezuma Hall, the 
foundation has been laid for the student 
union to become another hub of culture 
and art on campus. 

“I know that as time progresses I’m 
sure that there will be more pictured 
murals on the building because there’s a 
lot of space on the walls and we want to 
make the union more homey,” Gomez 
said.
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Mission Bay Aquatic Center HOME OF The Watersports Camp

Watersports Instruction and Equipment Rentals  Spring Break and Summer Camps for Youth

 Outstanding programs and facilities o!ered to YOU by Associated Students of San Diego State University

mbaquaticcenter.com watersportscamp.com

Th e  D a i l y  a z T e c  co m m e m o r a T i v e  ma g a z i n e   | 19



Part of the vision for the Conrad 
Prebys Aztec Student Union was 
to bring scholars, faculty, staff 
and administration together to 
enjoy the performing arts. In 

order to do just that, a 300-seat theater 
was constructed and the Nooner Concert 
series was resurrected.

Starting this semester, the Aztec Student 
Union Board will be hosting Friday Night 
Flicks once every month in the Union 
Theatre. In addition, Student Life & 
Leadership will present a spring film series. 
As weeks go on, the calendar is sure to 
fill up with more activities sponsored by 
student organizations. Basketball games 
have already been booked to be broadcast 
live in the theater. In keeping with the 

vision, this multi-use space was created 
for lectures, movies, sporting event watch 
parties and other live entertainment 
performances that would benefit from a 
stage and fixed-tiered seating. 

According to Lorena Acosta, the Special 
Events Committee chair, ASUB will hold 
post-event evaluations to determine how 
many people attended the event, what 
went well and what improvements should 
be made. Engaging in this type of market 
research should lead to the theater’s 
success. Though it only has a 300 person 
capacity, that might lead to 300 additional 
people being on campus on a Friday night, 
coming together to be entertained.

Throughout the years, live music 
performances have been held during 

lunchtime, informally known as the 
“nooner” concerts. This concept has now 
been formalized and the Nooner Concerts 
have been re-established. Taking place on 
most Wednesdays at the Lee and Frank 
Goldberg Courtyard, these one-hour 
concerts are an attempt to focus on local 
bands, student musicians and acoustic sets. 
ASUB Music and Entertainment Chair 
Marin Morales explained why she’s revived 
the idea. 

“The (San Diego State) student body 
has always had a love of music and the 
nooners provide an easy accessible, and 
free, way to do so,” Morales said. “Much 
of the student body isn’t 21 and many of 
the local concerts in the San Diego area 
are only at bars, so the Nooners hope 
to fill that gap. It is also a great way to 
feature some of the amazing local talent 
in the community as well as a chance to 
feature up and coming student musicians.”

 She believes success will be measured 
if students ask her how they can perform 
on the Lee and Frank Goldberg stage and 
if I can get people to stop and watch on 
their way to the union. She mentioned 
one of her favorite examples of students 
and passersby stopping and enjoying the 
live music right on campus happened 
during The First 9 Days at the student 
union series of events that took place in 
late January. 

“Someone had stolen a cell phone 
(during the event) and was actually caught 
by the police because the thief stopped to 
watch the band performing that day in the 
courtyard,” Morales said. 

In order to take advantage of who’s 
performing at the theatre and the Nooner 
Concert series, check out the student 
union website, and make sure you know 
your options for a fun lunchtime or 
evening on campus.

LEADERSHIP IN... M U S I C & F I L M .

NOW PLAYING
NOONER CONCERTS & A THEATER ENRICH STUDENTS' EXPERIENCE

Î by DAVID DIXON
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THE
THEATER
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Founded by a handful of local teachers, California Coast Credit Union went on to become San Diego’s 
oldest credit union. We’ve been serving your best interest since 1929. We’re not-for-profit, which means 
our sole purpose is to help people save money and time.

Now 85 years later, California Coast is excited to serve SDSU’s students, faculty, staff and alumni with 
a campus branch at the beautiful Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union. And, we’re proud to sponsor the 
Cal Coast Credit Union Open Air Theatre and help continue the theatre’s extraordinary legacy. 

We’re for people.  
Not for profit.

We’re honored to be part of the Aztec family.



Spring is a time for new beginnings. 
A warm wind begins to breathe 
life into San Diego State, making 
its way through the grand arched 
walkways of the Conrad Prebys 

Aztec Student Union. With it comes new 
inspirations and opportunities for building 
healthier lifestyles.

Getting a head start on health is a goal 
often made by many in the new year, and 
was something taken into consideration 
when plans for the new student union 
were put into action.  Several new exciting 
features have been included to encourage 
and enable students to lead a healthy 
lifestyle while managing a demanding 
schedule. The following is a highlight of 
two of the favorites so far.

AZTEC RECREATION CENTER EXPRESS
Perched atop the third floor of the 

student union and overlooking College 
Avenue is a new workout space for 
students. A smaller extension of the 
original Aztec Recreation Center, the 
ARC Express houses some of the best 
aspects of its predecessor in a compact 
space. The idea for the expansion began 
in 2005, after members expressed a desire 
for more fitness space. The Associated 
Students Aztec Recreation team complied, 
and after negotiating for space in the new 
student union, the ARC Express finally 
began to take shape.

“It will inspire by getting more 
students to work out,” ARC Marketing 
Coordinator Amy Schiller said. “A hearty 
percentage of students end up getting 
into it because of the (ARC) Express.”

Schiller said student enrollment 
at SDSU was always a factor in the 
development process. An increase in the 
student body typically meant an increase 
in members using the facilities, and extra 

space was needed to accommodate the 
steady rise of enrollment since the ARC 
opened in 1997. The 5,000-square-foot 
expansion has added 25 percent more 
resistance training and cardio space, 
Schiller said.

Providing more room to stretch wasn’t 
the only goal of the ARC Express—
convenience had previously been another 
issue. Students living in the residence halls 
had a significant walk to get to the center, 
and it wasn’t always the safest option 
in the dark. Now they can hop, skip or 
jump to the third floor for a convenient 
workout between classes. Schiller hopes 
the ARC Express will allow more students 

the option to make time for a healthy 
workout.

“No one ever has a lot of time,” she 
said. “You always have to make it happen 
for yourself.”

AZTEC LANES
One of the most highly anticipated 

renovations to the old Aztec Center is the 
new bowling area, making its return to 
the SDSU campus following a three-year 
closure. The crash of wooden pins once 
again reverberates throughout the hall as 
students cheer on friends and classmates. 
Outfitted by Brunswick, Aztec Lanes 
is equipped with just about everything 

LEADERSHIP IN... H E A LT H & F I T N E S S .
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'WEIGHT' A MINUTE
STUDENT UNION OFFERS ON-THE-GO & FUN WAYS TO GET IN SHAPE

Î by CAITLIN JOHNSON

THE
ARC

EXPRESS
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Aztec Aquaplex

SUMMER
FAMILY
PROGRAMS
• Family Membership
• Daily Family Summer Swim Hours
• Summer Youth Swim Lessons
    (ages 6-months and up)

• Adult Swim Lessons
• Tennis Lessons
    (ages 6 through adult)

• Pool Party Rentals aztecaquaplex.sdsu.edu • 619-594-7946

needed for a fun time.
“It’s good to see people getting 

out there and exercising and bowling 
and meeting people,” ARC Bowling 
Coordinator Jim Mitchell said. “It’s 
better than sitting on the couch playing 
video games.”

As a part of the bowling center since 
its inception in 1968, Mitchell designed 
the original space and worked long hours 
to ensure its replacement would be up to 
par for students. Aztec Lanes currently 
hosts 10 exercise and nutritional sciences 
bowling classes, and more than 500 
students enroll each semester.

Mitchell said students are often 
surprised bowling counts as an elective 
for physical education, not realizing the 
health benefits it offers. Bowling is a great 
alternative to other sports, he said, and is 
ideal for those who don’t particularly like 
the atmosphere of a gym. He encouraged 
all students to come out and see the 
excitement for themselves.

“Everything that I’ve dreamed about 
has come true,” Mitchell said. “The 

students just flat out love it.”

THE START OF A BRIGHT AND HEALTHY FUTURE
Both the ARC Express and Aztec 

Lanes are open for business, but ideas 
for improvement haven’t stopped there. 
Schiller said she hopes to negotiate 
additional space for group classes at the 
student union, noting people are much 
more likely to start and stick to a workout 
plan when they have friends participating 
in the same activity. Mitchell’s sentiments 
echoed the benefits of such group 
“therapy,” and said it gives students a 
reason to stay on campus longer.

Though nothing has been promised 
yet, the student union has plenty of 
literal room for improvement. With the 
potential for further expansions combined 
with an already solid start, it’s no surprise 
SDSU continues to be a leader in health 
and well-being for its students. Whether 
they prefer to pick up a dumbbell or a 
bowling ball, students are sure to find 
something to fit their physical fitness 
needs.

"IT'S GOOD TO 
SEE PEOPLE 
GETTING OUT 
THERE AND 
EXERCISING... 
IT'S BETTER 
THAN SITTING 
ON THE COUCH 
PLAYING VIDEO 
GAMES."
- JIM MITCHELL

ARC BOWLING COORDINATOR
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TAKE A 
PICTURE.
IT'LL LAST 
LONGER.

ALL 1960s PHOTOS TAKEN FROM THE DAILY AZTEC ARCHIVES

Dec. 16, 1966 Ô

Aug. 2, 1967 Ï

Apr. 28, 1967 Ð

Sep. 18, 1967 Ï

Feb., 1967 Ò

> VIEW A COMPARISON OF CONSTRUCTION BETWEEN 
AZTEC CENTER IN THE 1960S AND THE CONRAD PREBYS 
STUDENT UNION IN 2011-14. HARD HATS NOT REQUIRED.



CREDITS: PHOTOS #1-2: THE DAILY AZTEC ARCHIVES  /  PHOTOS #3-6: MONICA L INZMEIER
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SIXDECADESOFINNOVATION

People make things happen. 
At San Diego State, student and 

administration leaders have left their 
indelible marks on campus. They are the ones 

that get fees approved, policy changed and new 
campus landmarks built. As SDSU celebrates a new 

student union, we look back at the Aztec leaders 
who paved the way for the rest of us. 

by LEONARDO CASTAÑEDA

A
 LEGACY
  OF
LEADERSHIP:
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AssociAted students wAs formed 
in 1932, but the modern A.s. As 
we know it wAs born in 1955. 
That’s the year the first mandatory 
student activity fee was passed. That fee 
became instrumental in allowing the 
organization to provide all the services 
it’s known for; it also set the precedent 
needed to use fees to establish several 
campus landmarks, such as the Aztec 
Center, and later the Conrad Prebys Aztec 

Student Union.
None of that would have been possible 

without the leadership of Norman 
Brinker.

Brinker, who died at the age of 78 
in 2009, is known today as a leader in 
modern restaurants. He most famously 
transformed Chili’s from a small chain 
into an international icon. But in 1956, 
Brinker was a married 24-year-old 
marketing junior, a Korean War veteran 
and a member of the Tau Sigma men’s 

business and economic fraternity. That 
year, the student body overwhelmingly 
approved the Universal Activities Fee, 
2,971 student in favor to 889 against. 
According to The Aztec articles from 
the time, the fee provided the following 
benefits:

• A minimum-priced spouse card for 
non-student wives or husbands of regular 
students.

• Immediate voting privileges to all 
students so they may vote in the spring 
elections next week.

• Reduction in cost to $8 a semester.
• Contributions to a student union 

fund.
• A review of the student loan fund, 

which would allow maximum loans for 
students to cover registration costs.

• An effort to increase and enhance 
interdepartmental organization activities.

• An expanded A.S. social program.
According to an interview with Harvey 

Goodfriend in an A.S. website about its 
history, before the mandatory fee A.S. had 
to ask students to pay a voluntary student 
activities fee during registration. 

Dr. Malcom A. Love, president of 
what was still known as the San Diego 
State College, said at the time the fee 
would help garner the college national 
recognition. The need for such a fee to 
allow student organizations and A.S. to 
grow seems obvious now, but it was not 
easy to pass. Four times in the five years 
leading up to the monumental vote in 
1956, the universal fee was voted on and 
rejected by SDSC students. 

In the same issue of The Aztec 
announcing the passage of the fee, Brinker 
ran an ad announcing his candidacy for 
A.S. president. In a letter to the editor 
in the same paper he explained he had 
decided to run following encouragements 
and a letter to the editor asking him to 
do so. In a fortuitous foreshadowing, 
Brinker’s ad ran below an advertisement 
for a nearby Jack in the Box. Brinker 
would eventually become president of 
Jack in the Box.

Brinker went on to defeat Goodfriend, 

PHOTO FROM THE DAILY AZTEC ARCHIVES

SEE 1950s, P37
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The 1960s were a decade of 
change and new beginnings for 
san diego sTaTe. The biggest of all 
was the opening of the Aztec Center, 
the student union hoped and planned 
for since Norman Brinkley’s 1956 
Associated Students presidency.

Built using money from an A.S.-
supported mandatory fee (the precedent 
for which was set in 1955), construction 
ended in 1967. It opened the following 
year with the leadership of A.S. 
President Terry Flanigan as the first 
student union in the California State 
University system. Flanigan told KPBS 
in a special interview that before the 
Aztec Center opened, the closest thing 
to a student center was the small Scripps 
Cottage structure that stands on campus 
to this day. 

Flanigan defeated Karen Grace for 
the A.S. presidency by a vote of 2,448 

to 870 in April 1968, succeeding his 
brother, Jack Flanigan. In September 
of that year, he joined SDSU President 
Dr. Malcolm A. Love in opening the 
new Aztec Center. Flanigan told KPBS 
that the new building revolutionized 
campus life, allowing students to come 
together in new ways. The building 
offered facilities such as a pool hall and 
a bowling alley that were unheard of on 
a college campus at the time, Flanigan 
told KPBS. 

But Flanigan’s leadership led him to 
use the Aztec Center to serve students 
in a way the original planners had never 
considered. Following demonstrations 
at San Jose State University and San 
Francisco State University during 
the tumultuous late 1960s, Flanigan 
establish San Diego State’s first 
ombudsman. History professor Nelson 
Norman was appointed to the position 
as a mediator between student and 

school administration, and housed inside 
the Aztec Center.

Flanigan also pushed A.S. to create 
an Academic Affairs Board, a brand-
new board that, he told The Daily Aztec 
at the time, would deal with students’ 
academic role on campus. Today the 
Academic Affairs Board is a centerpiece 
of the A.S. University Council. 

Flanigan’s tenure as A.S. president 
gave him the opportunity to preside 
over the opening of the most 
transformative campus structure ever, 
built with student-voted fees. It also 
forced him to deal with the troubles 
afflicting college campuses throughout 
the state. At a time when other colleges 
in the nation were being accused of 
failing to represent the needs of diverse 
students, Flanigan’s A.S. Council voted 
to create two new seats for black and 
Mexican-American students in the 
council. Flanigan told The Daily Aztec 

President Malcolm A. Love assists Pat Heighton, Miss San Diego, in the ribbon 
cutting as A.S. President Terry Flanigan and Judge Byron F. Lindsley look on.

Th e  D a i l y  a z T e c  co m m e m o r a T i v e  ma g a z i n e   | 29



BOWLING
AZTEC LANES

Drop-in Bowling for All Ages
Party Rentals

Open 7 Days a Week
Youth Groups

Located in the Conrad Preybs
Aztec Student Union at SDSU

Call for reservations: 619-594-BOWL

at the time that the representatives were 
needed to better hear the needs of all 
students on campus.

Flanigan’s leadership skills during 
these sometimes challenging times 
can best be seen in an episode shortly 
after his graduation. The former A.S. 
president spoke with The Daily Aztec in 
1969, following a meeting he attended 
of student body presidents with Gov. 
Ronald Reagan to discuss the state of 
the California State College system. Ron 
Breen, the A.S. president at the time, 
came out of the meeting disheartened, 
telling The Daily Aztec there was “no 
hope of working with Gov. Reagan.” 

However, Flanigan showed a vision 
and willingness to work together that 
served him well during his time as A.S. 
president. 

“You have no alternatives if everybody 
starts off with a closed mind,” Flanigan 
told the newspaper. “Things don’t get 
done unless the groups involved are 
willing to keep trying to communicate 
and cooperate.”

Terry Flanigan, 1968-69 Associated 
Students president, led A.S. during 
the opening of Aztec Center.
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Looking bAck At the most 
importAnt moments in sAn diego 
stAte history from the LAte 
1950s through the 1990s yieLds 
mAny prominent nAmes. One name in 
particular appears time and again whenever 
a monumental change is coming to SDSU: 
Harvey Goodfriend. 

Goodfriend’s journey of leadership at 
SDSU began in 1956 with a loss. That 
year the business administration junior 
was defeated by Norman Brinker for the 
A.S. presidency. That defeat did nothing 
to quelch Goodfriend’s enthusiasm for 
student government and he went on to 
serve alongside Brinker as the senior class 
representative during the implementation of 
the first-ever mandatory student fee. 

In 1961, Goodfriend came back to 
become the general manager of Aztec 
Shops and, until 1981, A.S. During his 
time at Aztec Shops he grew the nonprofit 
commercial auxiliary into the largest in 
the California State University system, 
according to the U-T San Diego. The 
newspaper also reported Goodfriend helped 
start the CSU Auxiliary Organizations 
Association.

The impact from his leadership in 
A.S. was just as great. In 1963 he was 

instrumental in passing the student-
approved fee to build Aztec Center, the 
first permanent student union on a CSU 
campus. 

In 1971, through Goodfriend’s leadership 
A.S. created the Campus Childcare Center 
to allow students, faculty and staff with 
young children to work, teach and attend 
classes. 

“A.S. makes decisions based on the needs 
and demands of the student body,” Susan 
Heiser said in an A.S. website about the 
organization’s history. “When a need for 
childcare was determined, A.S. found a 
solution.” 

Goodfriend didn’t stop there, and four 
years later he created a partnership with the 
University of California, San Diego and the 
City of San Diego to create the Mission 
Bay Aquatic Center in Mission Bay Park. 
Today the aquatic center allows students to 
take unique exercise and nutritional science 
classes in everything from kayaking to 
surfing. 

In 1978, Goodfriend engineered the 
leasing of what is today the Cal Coast Credit 
Union Open Air Theater, improving it to 
welcome some of the biggest acts of the day. 

He was always willing to push A.S. 
forward. For example, when ATMs were 
still in their infancy he bet on the new 

technology, making SDSU the first school 
in the CSU system to feature the cash 
machines. 

Goodfriend left A.S. in 1981 and 
retired from Aztec Shops in 1999, yet 
his indomitable spirit and love for SDSU 
led him to leave his mark in all aspects 
of campus life. According to SDSU 
NewsCenter, he revitalized the Alumni 
Association in just a few years, taking it 
from a small organization of a few hundred 
members to more than 10,000 members.  

Through all the years, Goodfriend never 
lost the youthful energy of the senior class 
representative. He continued teaching an 
entrepreneurial management class as a part-
time professor in the business department. 
After his death in 2008, the U-T San Diego 
talked to one of his friends and colleagues, 
Donna Tusack.

“He really was committed to the 
students at San Diego State,” Tusack said 
to the newspaper. “He had a love for the 
excitement that you feel on a campus. He 
used to say that students' youthfulness was 
infectious.”

At a memorial for Goodfriend on campus, 
attendees were asked to wear Hawaiian 
shirts and instead of bringing flowers, make 
a donation to the Harvey Goodfriend Aztec 
Shops Scholarship in his honor.

Former Aztec Shops General Manager Harvey 
Goodfriend in 1963 (left) and 1990 (right).
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By the 1980s, the tradition 
of expanding campus services 
through student-approved fees 
was well estaBlished at san 
diego state. That was how Associated 
Students had been able to expand its role 
at the growing university in the late 1950s 
and how the Aztec Center was built in the 
1960s. 

However, a proposal to create a new 
basketball arena, recreation center and 
concert venue, known as the Student 
Activity Center, had been rejected by voters 
in 1980, 1982 and 1986. In 1988, A.S. 
was under the leadership of President Larry 
Emond and he was determined to make the 
Student Activity Center a reality. In an A.S. 
website about the organization’s history, 
Emond described the year-long process to 
get the fee approved by voters.

“I met every week that summer after 
I was elected with SDSU President Tom 
Day, Athletics Director Fred Miller, and 
Associate Athletic Director Jim Herrick 
planning out the campaign,” Emond said 
on the website. “We got the YES vote 
March 3, 1988. I will never forget that 
date.”

In a special interview with KPBS, Emond 
explained that in order to get the fee 
approved, he had to tailor it to better meet 
the needs of students. To do so, he shifted 
the proposal to focus to a larger extent 
on building a student recreation center. 
That strategy worked, and of the 5,807 
students who voted on the proposal, an 
overwhelming 65 percent voted in favor. 
The project is today the Aztec Recreation 
Center and Viejas Arena, where the 

nationally-recognized SDSU basketball 
team plays and where international 
superstars regularly headline. 

The new arena also had a huge impact 
on athletics. Miller was reportedly so 
excited about the approved fee, he declared 
the next day one of his “stogie days” and 
had a celebratory cigar during an interview 
with a reporter from The Daily Aztec. 
Emond’s leadership and hard work leading 
up to the referendum had clearly paid off, 
and Miller was shocked by the high margin 

by which the fee had been approved.
Emond, who graduated with a 

degree in International Congress, is the 
chief marketing officer of The Gallup 
Organization. Looking back at his time as 
A.S. president as he neared the end of his 
term, Emond talked with The Daily Aztec 
about his accomplishment, particularly the 
Student Activity Center fee. 

“I feel lucky to have had the opportunity 
to be president,” Emond told The Daily 
Aztec.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SDSU L IBRARY ARCHIVES

“WE GOT THE YES 
VOTE MARCH 3, 1988. 
I WILL NEVER FORGET 
THAT DATE.”

- LARRY EMOND
FORMER A.S. PRESIDENT

Larry Emond, 1988-89 Associated Students 
president, got students to approve the Student 

Activity Center fee after three previous rejections.
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On May 13, 1998, assOciated 
students President carlOs razO 
Passed the gavel tO his successOr, 
the saMe way Presidents had 
transferred leadershiP since 
dewitt B. MOtt handed the 
Presidency tO wilBert andersOn in 
1922.

The only difference between that first 
passing of the torch to the one in 1998 was 
that for the first time in A.S. history, the 
recipient was a Latina woman—Celinda 
Vázquez. By the time she reached the highest 
elected position in A.S., Vázquez had already 
served three years on the A.S. council, the 
last of which was as the vice president of 
external affairs. During her swearing in, she 
emphasized three words: “defend student 
rights.” Today Vázquez is the director of 
public affairs at Planned Parenthood Los 
Angeles and Planned Parenthood Advocacy 

Project Los Angeles County.
Student rights and unprecedented diversity 

became the centerpiece of the 1990s at San 
Diego State. All of that was accomplished 
with the unparalleled leadership of many 
dedicated students. State Senator Ricardo 
Lara spoke with KPBS in a special interview 
where he described the roles student 
organizations such as the African American 
Student Union played in increasing diversity 
on campus and encouraging underserved 
high school students to attend SDSU. 

For Lara, that avenue for leadership was 
provided by the Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicano de Aztlán. In 1996, Lara was 
elected as a representative from the College 
of Professional Studies and Fine Arts to the 
A.S. council, serving alongside Vázquez, who 
at the time was the representative from the 
College of Health and Human Services. 

In 1997, with the support of SDSU 
President Stephen Weber, the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Student 

Union began planning to create the first 
LGBT resource center in a California State 
University campus. Funding was a challenge, 
but in 1999 A.S. Executive Director Dan 
Cornthwaite continued to support the goal 
of a resource center. 

“We want to make it a center of excellence 
to further issues important to us all,” 
Cornthwaite was quoted at the time by The 
Daily Aztec. 

That leadership has carried to this day, 
with the LGBTQ Pride Center, a variety of 
LGBT student groups, Greek organizations, 
outreach and alumni programs. 

Even as new dreams of space and resources 
for the growing diversity on campus are 
born, an older dream finally began to come 
together. On March 27, 1995 A.S. President 
Cesar Padilla, A.S. Executive Director 
Dan Cornthwaite and SDSU President 
Thomas B. Day broke ground with the new 

PHOTO COURTESY OF SDSU L IBRARY ARCHIVES

SEE 1990s, P37

San Diego State President Tomas B. Day (far left) and Associated Students President 
Cesar Padilla (far right) break ground for the Student Activity Center in 1995.
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with the turn of the century, 
sAn diego stAte begAn to 
outgrow itseLf.

By the mid-2000s, it was clear to 
students that Aztec Center, a long-
time campus icon and the first student 
union in the California State University 
system, was too small and to old too 
meet student needs. The problem was 
clear, but the solution would take the 
hard work and dedication of Associated 
Students leaders for the duration of four 
years to turn into reality.

The first step came in 2006, with 
the leadership of A.S. President Chris 
Manigault. In March of that year, SDSU 
students approved the Modern Space 
referendum. The new fee would go 

toward the construction of a new student 
union to replace Aztec Center. However, 
the center had been on campus so long, 
it was almost impossible to gauge the 
true scale of the proposed plan. 

Former A.S. President Grant Mack said 
in a special KPBS interview that as they 
learned more about the true cost of the 
new building during the presidency of 
James Poet, they realized the approved 
fee wouldn’t be enough to create the 
building students wanted. So, they went 
back to the drawing board. 

In 2010, A.S. President Tyler Boden 
presented students with a new fee 
proposal, one to build a dream student 
union to the highest sustainability 
standards in the country. That March, 
4,045 students voted in the referendum, 

approving the new fee with 54.4 percent 
of students voting in favor. The vote 
was historic. Previous votes that would 
transform the campus had taken more 
than one attempt—the referendum to 
build the Aztec Recreation Center and 
Viejas Arena had been rejected by voters 
the first three times. But this time, 
students supported the need for a new 
student union not just on the first try, 
but on the first try, twice. 

With funding approved, A.S. began the 
process of designing and constructing 
a student union that would be able to 
meet the diverse and growing needs of 
the SDSU campus. The first step was to 
ensure the new structure would meet 

SEE 2000s, P37

Associated Students President Tyler Boden (far left) and A.S. Executive Director Dan 
Cornthwaite (far right) celebrate the approval of the Modern Space fee in 2010.
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BUILDING THE FUTURE

9.16.1968

3.3.1988

3.10.2010

3.7.2014

4.18.1956

10.13.1976

3.27.1995

6.1.2011

The r ibbon cut t ing ceremony 
takes p lace for the open ing of 
the Aztec Center .

The fee to bu i ld the Aztec 
Recreat ion Center and Cox 
Arena is approved by students .

The Modern Space referendum 
approved by students, prov id ing 
the fund ing for the construct ion 
of a new student un ion.

The grand open ing of the 
Conrad Prebys Aztec Student 
Un ion is he ld on campus.

The f i rs t-ever mandatory 
Un iversa l Act iv i t ies Fee is 
approved by students by a 
3-to-1 marg in .

The new Miss ion Bay Aquat ic 
Center is off ic ia l ly dedicated in a 
ceremony with SDSU President 
Brage Gold ing and UCSD 
Chancel lor Wi l l iam McElroy.

Groundbreak ing ceremony is 
he ld for what wi l l  become the 
Aztec Recreat ion Center and 
Vie jas Arena.

Groundbreak ing ceremony is 
he ld for the student un ion set to 
rep lace Aztec Center .

The road to the Conrad 
Prebys Aztec Student Union is 
built on the accomplishments 
of countless Associated 
Students leaders. Here are a 
few of their milestones:
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A LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP (CONT'D.)

1950s:
FROM P28

1990s:
FROM P34

2000s:
FROM P35
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953 votes to 883, for the A.S. presidency. 
He was quoted by The Aztec saying his 
main goal was to “present the college in 
the best possible light to outsiders and to 
students and to encourage more students 
to take an active part in their school.” 

He also encouraged students to use 
a suggestion box to tell him what they 
wanted. A consummate leader, no task 
was too small for him and he took his 
pledge to heart. Later that year, he 
installed campus-wide pencil sharpeners 
and improved the cleaning of tables at the 
library as requested by students. 

He also vowed to begin planning for a 
future student union building, a dream 
which was accomplished many years later 
thanks to the tradition of universal fees 
established that year.

Aside from his work for A.S., Brinker 
was a member of the 1950 and 1951 
International Equestrian Team, the 1952 
Olympic Equestrian Team and the 1954 
American Modern Pentathlon Team that 
competed in the World Championships in 
Budapest, Hungary. He also spearheaded 
fundraising for the Refugee Student Fund 
for Hungarian students in 1954.

Student Activity Center. The SAC is now 
known as the Aztec Recreation Center 
and Viejas Arena, but then it was just 
“a dream come true,” as Padilla called 
it during the event. The possibilities 
seemed endless for the SAC as it had 
faced a long road to voter endorsement, 
with multiple rejected referendums, and 
a years of wait from fee approval to the 
start of construction. 

“(The SAC) will provide them with 
opportunities to excel in physical ways 
which will compliment the academic 
efforts they will make in the classroom, 
laboratories and library,” Day was quoted 
by The Daily Aztec.

Today, it’s hard to imagine SDSU 
without a diverse student body with 
individuals in leadership positions of 
all backgrounds, as well as services and 
resources available to meet a wide variety 
of student needs. However, it’s also hard 
to imagine the campus without basketball 
games, concerts at Viejas Arena or the 
health and fitness options provided by 
the ARC. All of those things slowly came 
to fruition through the dedication and 
leadership of students, faculty and staff.

Leadership in Energy & Environmental 
Design’s highest sustainability rating: 
“platinum.” 

Passing the two fees in order to build 
what is now the Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union happened in 2006 and 
2010, but they built on the work of 
generations that came before. Facilities 
such as the first Aztec Center and the 
Student Activity Center laid down the 
foundation of creating new structures 
on campus with student-approved 
fees. They built on the legacy of A.S. 
President Norman Brinker and the first 
mandatory fee passed, as well as A.S. 
President Larry Emond and the fee-
funded SAC.

On June 1, 2011, A.S. President Cody 
Barbo, A.S. Associate Executive Director 
Christina Brown and SDSU President 
Stephen L. Weber broke ground for the 
new student union. 

“This is an investment that (the 
students) will make,” President Stephen 
L. Weber said at the time. “The students 
are stepping up to make this a better 
world for future students. That’s what 
society is supposed to be.”



On March 7, the Conrad 
Prebys Aztec Student 
Union officially 

opened its doors to the San 
Diego State community just as 
its predecessor, Aztec Center, 
did almost half a century 
earlier.

In many ways the student union is a 
reimagining of the building that once 
stood in its place. Along with housing 
Associated Students, the student union 
has the iconic bowling alley and food 
options of Aztec Center. 

Despite all these similarities, one 
feature is noticeably absent from the 
student union: the California sycamore 
tree that once sat in the heart of Aztec 
Center.

The tree was donated to the school by 
the Alvarado Medical Center in 1967. 

The tree 35 feet tall, weighed 25 tons at 
the time it was given to the school and 
was estimated to be about 40 years old. 
It was valued at about $5,000 dollars 
and was expected to live about a hundred 
years.

The tree was driven up College Avenue 
on a flatbed truck and was hoisted into 
place with a 60-ton crane before the east 
and west sections of Aztec Center were 
constructed, according to A.S. records.  

Landscape architect Joseph Yamada, 
who supervised the transplanting of the 
tree, predicted the tree’s legacy.

"That sycamore will be here as long as 
the building," Yamada said when the tree 
was brought to campus.

Aztec Center, SDSU’s original student 
union that opened in 1968, was designed 
so that most of the rooms would face 
the tree. It grew to have multiple trunks, 
encompassing much of the courtyard 
with its shade.

“It had seven trunks and was fairly 

spectacular to look at,” Anthropology 
Chair Seth Mallios said. “It was a great 
shady meeting spot; the ombudsman 
used to eat his brown-bag lunch under 
the tree and meet with students.  He 
felt it was the nicest spot on campus, 
and would encourage students to speak 
honesty and freely about their concerns.”

Mallios said the California sycamore is 
native to San Diego and can be found in 
the canyons near campus.

Tommy Bradeen, who worked for the 
campus’ Physical Plant for more than 
half a century, told Mallios the sycamore 
had been transplanted twice. Bradeen 
said the tree was originally in the path 
of Highway I-8, which was constructed 
between 1947 and 1950.  The tree was 
first moved to the Alvarado Medical 
Center, and then to its permanent home 
at Aztec Center.  

After the relocation process, the tree 
went through shock and began sprouting 
irregular leaves and losing leaves 

by Hannah Beausang & Luke Henning

A Tree Story
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multiple times a year, according to The 
Daily Aztec archives. However, the tree 
survived and continued to grow.

In 2003, a professional arborist’s 
report revealed that the tree’s roots were 
interfering with the structure of Aztec 
Center, according to The Daily Aztec 
archives.

SDSU’s former graduate manager 
Harvey Goodfriend advocated the 
preservation of the tree despite its 
potential to harm the center’s structure.  
Upon hearing that the university was 
contemplating removing the tree, he said 
he would chain himself to the sycamore 
along with the architect and the 
landscape architect to halt the removal 
process, Mallios said.  

The university explored many options 
before deciding the tree’s fate. The 
Daily Aztec’s stories from that time 
explain that a third relocation was 
considered. However, the costly and 
tedious endeavor would have taken more 
than two years to complete since the 
root system would have to be removed 

without inflicting damage.
In 2008, as plans for the building that 

would become the Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union were nearing their final 
stages, it was discovered that the tree was 
dying, A.S. Vice President of External 
Relations Javier Gomez said.

For the next two years there was an 
ongoing debate within A.S. about the 
tree’s fate. It was eventually decided that 
some of the tree would be used to create 
an art piece to be displayed in the A.S. 
Council Chambers within the student 
union, Gomez said.

“Since we knew we couldn’t save the 
tree, we decided to see if we could take 
pieces of the tree and keep it alive in 
another way,” Gomez said.

A.S. commissioned several artists to 
create the art piece from a section of the 
tree’s trunk. Gomez said he expects the 
art piece to be completed before the end 
of the semester.

A piece of the tree will also live on 
through a leaf that was placed within a 
time capsule in the walls of the student 

union, last year’s A.S. Executive Vice 
President Channelle McNutt said.

“When a future generation finds the 
capsule in the walls of the union, they’ll 
be able to see what SDSU once was,” 
McNutt said.

The capsule also includes original 
sketches of Aztec Center, a Red ID and a 
USB drive full of videos and information 
about SDSU.

The tree’s long life ended on June 1, 
2011 when demolition began on Aztec 
Center. Large pieces of the tree were 
removed before the work began on the 
building around it.

Now two and a half years later, the 
student union provides students shade 
where the tree once stood. Though 
the tree and many of Aztec Center’s 
distinctive features are now gone, the 
new student union stands as a monument 
to the community that helped build it.

“The union is a true testament to the 
power of the students,” McNutt said. “It 
shows what happens when generations of 
students work together.”
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with Anthropology Department Chair 

Dr. Seth W. Mallios

T
HE AZTEC CENTER was the original 
campus living room, fortifying the 
legacy of our community-oriented 

campus. Approved for funding in 1963, 
it opened its doors to students in 1968, 
giving San Diego State almost five 
decades’ worth of expression, growth and 
determination. Recently, The Daily Aztec 
spoke with anthropology chair and campus 
historian Seth Mallios on the history of 
the Aztec Center and the importance of 
a campus living space. Now, the Conrad 
Prebys Aztec Student Union offers a new 
generation of students new opportunities 
in campus living, while maintaining the 
significance of our foundation.

THE DAILY AZTEC: HOW HAS AZTEC 
CENTER, THE CAMPUS LIVING ROOM, 
PLAYED A ROLE FOR THE SDSU 
COMMUNITY?

Seth Mallios: I think it’s worth it 
looking at the different congregating areas 
and how it relates to the campus. The 
Faculty-Staff Club was the first meeting 
place in the '40s and '50s, called the Caf. 

Students played bridge there and so it was 
all about waiting for a table at the Caf. 

As the campus grew in the '50s, it 
became clear there needed to be a place 
for students,

and then there’s all the momentum in 
the early '60s, with Kennedy coming here, 
(which) led students to believe in paying 
for the student center. 

That’s one of the key things for these 
incredible facilities to be built: students 
have to believe in them to vote for them. 
It was in '63 when 75 percent of students 
said, “Yeah, we’re willing to pay, and to 
have future people pay for this student 
center.” That’s when you look at what’s 
going on in the early '60s on campus, it’s 
such an amazing time—Eleanor Roosevelt 
comes and gives a talk, Ella Fitzgerald 
comes and sings—you have these amazing 
cultural icons through politics, music, art 
who were all coming by San Diego State. 

When you talk about the legacy of 
the original Aztec Center, it’s all about 
protest. You know, almost immediately 
you have protests from almost every major 
group, like women’s rights. During this 

time, women have a curfew and men 
don’t. They immediately protest it and 
bring attention to the fact that double 
standard is completely wrong. And then 
you have rallies against the war; big 
protests against the Vietnam War right 
here on campus. People say the revolution 
came to San Diego State, it just came a 
little late. Whereas other campuses were 
having these big protests in '67, '68, at 
SDSU it was '69, '70, '71. And so you 
have huge anti-war protests going on—
you have the Chicano Movement. 

We have the oldest Chicano studies 
program in California and the curriculum 
grows immensely. When you look at all 
the original artwork that was in Aztec 
Center, it all has this Chicano Movement 
theme. We have Gilberto Ramirez’ 
(Mural) Triptico that we were able to 
save in Montezuma Hall. That started 
in 1970 and that three-part mural is all 
about the Chicano Movement—it traces 
the path of it. There are huge protests and 
demonstrations here for that.

Something else that doesn’t get talked 
about too much—the African American 

PHOTO BY WESLEY BEIGHTS

BY KELLY HILLOCK

|   Co n r a d  P r e b y s  a z t e C  s t u d e n t  un i o n  Gr a n d  d e d i C a t i o n  3 /7 / 1440



population surges here on campus.  
They are very militant about trying to 
get equal rights—something you look 
back and say, “Oh yes, obviously, it’s 
inevitable.” But no, it wasn’t seen as 
inevitable at all during the time. When 
Ella Fitzgerald comes here in '61, she 
has a write-in on her contract that says 
if she sees any segregation in the crowd, 
backstage, the bathrooms—you name 
it—she won't perform and she keeps the 
$2,500 they paid her upfront.

So when I think of the original Aztec 
Center, I just think of it as this hotbed 
of protest. The wall between Student 
Services and Aztec Center that everyone 
painted protests on goes on all the way up 
until the '90s. 

This is the area you would see faculty 
members picketing in their caps and 
gowns, you would see a mural of President 
(Thomas) Day being decapitated; it was all 
happening right in this area. 

In my mind, when you said the campus 
living room … it’s about the living space. 
Its not about what you can do there, 

like bowling or the gym, it’s about what 
people are doing there. Those were the 
freedom steps, and it was about personal 
expression on any of these key social, 
political or ethnic movements.

That’s what’s so fun about this place, 
because I don’t know how people are 
going to use this as a living room. You 
know it’s a sustainable building, but 
beyond that, it's a really good question: 
“What’s going to be the signature event 
here?”

DA: WHAT DO YOU THINK THE IMPACT 
OF THE STUDENT UNION WILL BE AND 
HOW DO YOU THINK IT WILL CHANGE 
THE AZTEC COMMUNITY?

SM: That’s one of the great things 
about college, is that it’s a big group of 
people who have so much potential and 
you don’t know what’s going to happen. 
When I think about your generation, the 
generation defined by everything from 
Columbine to 9/11, it’s so different from 
mine. 

"THAT’S ONE 
OF THE GREAT 
THINGS ABOUT 
COLLEGE, IS 
THAT IT'S A 
BIG GROUP OF 
PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE SO MUCH 
POTENTIAL AND 
YOU DON’T 
KNOW WHAT’S 
GOING TO 
HAPPEN."
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I think the students who are going to be 
here through (2014 to 2020), their issues 
are going to be so much different than 
ours. I would like to think it’s going to be 
issues of huge ecological matters; I think 
those are the most pressing matters facing 
our planet right now and I hope this 
building would be a symbol of creative 
solutions to that. 

Another thing I think worth thinking 
about is philanthropy. The thing I think 
people really miss is (Conrad Prebys) 
didn’t go to school here. (He) gave 
the money to this school because he 
believed in our ability to change the local 
community. If wealthy people are saying 
the best way to help this region is to give 
to SDSU, then we’ve completely changed 
the process of funding this school. Maybe 
that’s what this place can represent, that 
SDSU is standing independent of the 
heartstrings of those who went to school 
here. 

I think this place works on two levels: 
one is the practical side of having such 
great services here; the second thing is 
it really has to do with the symbol of 
campus. For so long, the front door of 
campus was Hepner Hall. The Aztec 
Center didn’t give the campus a new 
front, door. I think this place changes that 
for the 21st century. This becomes the 
front door and the new symbol of campus.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SDSU L IBRARY ARCHIVES

"...YOU WOULD 
SEE FACULTY 
MEMBERS 
PICKETING IN 
THEIR CAPS 
AND GOWNS,... 
A MURAL OF 
PRESIDENT 
DAY BEING 
DECAPITATED; 
IT WAS ALL 
HAPPENING 
RIGHT IN THIS 
AREA."

1992
CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR CLAY SHARTS 

PROTESTS BUDGET CUTS AT AZTEC CENTER.
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Welcome Home Aztecs!
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their use of the student union based on 
daylight, the time of year, weather and 
activities.

“That helps makes the scale of the 
building more personal and human, but also 
gives some variety to how people use the 
building,” Hamilton said.

The main courtyard turned out to be one 
of Hamilton’s favorite pieces of the building.

“I like the feel of the main courtyard 
and how it terminates the mall in the 
campus,” Hamilton said. “When you’re in 
the courtyard, with the furniture and sitting 
there and you look to the north, you’re up 
a few steps from that level, and it gives you 
a really nice prospect, a view that connects 
you back to the campus.”

On the second floor of the building is 
Montezuma Hall, the primary ballroom of 
the student union and a direct descendant 
of sorts of the original Montezuma Hall 
in the Aztec Center. However, aside from 
the name the two rooms don’t have much 
in common. While specific elements and 

pieces of art from the Aztec Center were 
incorporated into the new student union, 
when it came to the hall designers wanted to 
create something that would be memorable 
and unique.

“We wanted to think about the sort of 
grand room you might have experience in 
an older, traditional building,” Hamilton 
said. “Now, a ballroom isn’t necessarily 
something you’d find in a mission or mission 
revival architecture, but we wanted to have 
the room—the theater, the pre-functionary 
and the ballroom in particular—to have 
some sort of connection to the tradition 
of that architecture and not feel just like 
another hotel ballroom or a nondescript 
kind of thing.”

Achieving that led designers to decide to 
not include overhead windows, allowing 
users to control the acoustics and lighting 
of the room. They also went with terrazzo 
flooring, chosen because it looks elegant 
but is cost effective because of its durability, 
Hamilton said.

The planning of the student union 
extended beyond the visible parts most users 

experience. In order to keep the aspects of 
the services provided at the student union 
out of sight, there is a lower level. From 
there, the restaurant and services areas 
can be accessed through several elevators, 
allowing people to bring in deliveries and 
take out the trash without being seen by 
students, faculty and staff on the floors 
above. 

Although the design and construction 
part of the creating the new Conrad Prebys 
Aztec Student Union might be complete, 
the new occupants are not on their own. 
According to Hamilton, a “building 
commissioning” process will take place 
during the next year. During that, occupants 
will learn how to best utilize the building, 
and how to adjust for changing light, 
seasons and needs. 

For Hamilton, one of the best parts 
comes once everything has opened and 
students have begun using their new campus 
home.

“It’ll be really interesting to see how the 
students on campus embrace the building 
and make it their own,” Hamilton said.

KPBS sends our
congratulations and

appreciation to

CONRAD PREBYS
AND DEBBIE TURNER

for their generous
support of SDSU and the
new Aztec Student Union.

KPBS is a public service of San Diego State University.

Go Aztecs!

100
years
of

readers
can’t
be

wrong.

Congratulations on the new Union!

ARCHITECTURE, FROM P12
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINA BROWN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF SDSU

PHOTO BY MONICA L INZMEIER

t is a great day to be an Aztec! 
The grand dedication of the Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union today is monumental. 

It is proof of how SDSU students are creating lasting, positive change on campus. Students 
understand that with foresight and vision the decisions they make today can create a lasting legacy for 
generations of Aztecs to come. 

I am proud to work on a daily basis with such thoughtful, insightful, and hardworking students. Today’s 
SDSU student leaders continue the long Aztec tradition of student leadership that has made such a difference 
on this campus throughout its history. It was SDSU students who built the first student union in the 
California State University system in 1968. Since then, students have worked with university administration 
to expand student-directed facilities and programs, including Viejas Arena, the Aztec Recreation Center, 
the SDSU Children’s Center and the Aztec Aquaplex. Today, SDSU students can celebrate a decade of 
work dedicated to designing and building a new student union for today’s SDSU community and for future 
generations.

SDSU student leaders continue to inspire and blaze a trail as they go out and make a difference in the 
world. No matter where they go and what they do in life, all Aztecs know that the Conrad Prebys Aztec 
Student Union and SDSU will always be their home. 

Thank you for being a part of this momentous day, and welcome to your new campus living room, the 
Conrad Prebys Aztec Student Union!

Christina Brown
Executive Director, Associated Students
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