Faculty says yay or nay to strike
Until April 27, faculty
will vote whether or
not to strike statewide
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California State University faculty is in
the process of voting on whether or
not they will authorize a strike. If the
vote is approved, the strike will take
place if the California Faculty
Association does not come to an
agreement with the CSU Chancellor
and Board of Trustees.
San Diego State faculty express different improvements they would like
to see within the CSU system.
Joseph Thomas, a tenured professor within the Department of English
and
Comparative
Literature,
expressed his concern about professors’ salaries. Thomas currently lives
in a one-bedroom apartment in
Hillcrest. One-third of his monthly
salary goes toward rent.
“I would hope that the CSU system would try to honor faculty
members by paying us competitive
wages, that take into account cost of
living, but I’m really not that optimistic,” Thomas said.
Thomas has voted yes on his ballot to authorize the strike, if it
becomes a necessity.
To criminal justice professor Paul
Kaplan, money is not the biggest con-
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cern: it is the working conditions. He
advocates SDSU needs more faculty.
In 2007, he had 70 students in one
class. Now, according to Kaplan, his
class sizes have almost tripled.
Kaplan stressed the fact the students’ educational experiences are
being impacted. He has noticed
throughout the years professors are
bogged down and tired because of
the amount of students and sections
they have to teach. Kaplan has

noticed even he is feeling the strain
of his workload.
“I love my job, I love the students,
I’m not sitting here whining about my
job, but at the same time, to allow
administrators to make unilateral
decisions about how we are supposed to do things is wrong,” Kaplan
said. He voted to authorize the strike.
Africana studies professor Charles
Toombs realizes professors do not
necessarily want to go on strike.
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“We are mostly doing this to take this
action to the governor or legislature to
put pressure on the CSU to compromise and not go on strike,” he said.
According to Toombs, only CFA
members can vote and a majority is
needed. Of the 900 members,
almost 600 have confirmed they
would vote yes.
Voting will continue until April 27.
After voting is complete, CFA and CSU
will return to bargaining a contract
until an agreement is reached.
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Eisenhower’s granddaughter visits
“Once you get out there in the
world, you will realize the news
feeds are different from what
you experience.”
Mary Eisenhower,
president and CEO of People to People
International
Mary Eisenhower spoke to members of People to People. | ANA CEBALLOS, SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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“Once you get out there in the world,
you will realize the news feeds are different from what you experience. The
world is not so bad when you get out
there,” Mary Eisenhower, granddaughter of the late United States
president Dwight D. Eisenhower, said.

This statement exemplifies her
intention in meeting with San Diego
State’s University Student Chapter of
People to People on Monday.
Eisenhower, the president and
CEO
of
People
to
People
International, applauded students
on debuting the first university
chapter on the West Coast.
The SDSU chapter, which started
last September, focuses on bringing
peace
through
understanding

despite the segregation created by
international borders and longestablished prejudices.
During Monday’s meeting the
chapter mentioned the importance
of educating people about issues,
such as the “one-sided solution” of
the Kony 2012 video. The SDSU
chapter hopes to send students to
Uganda to provide direct understanding by living and seeing the
situation as it is rather than how it
is portrayed.

Eisenhower conversed with students
about travel experiences, insightful
anecdotes, future plans for study abroad
programs and common-thread issues
among different cultures. This inspired
the students launching the new chapter
and helped them look forward to experiencing faraway destinations.
“The farther you get into traveling,
the harder it will be to get out,”
Eisenhower said. “It is a wonderful
world out there and you will see that
as soon as you experience it.”
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Students blind to toxic threat

W

hat scares you
the most about
school? Grades?
Finding the right
internship?
Maybe talking to the girl who sits
next to you every day? Whatever
your fears, asbestos exposure is
probably not one of them. But
should it be? Every year San Diego
State’s Environmental Health and

Safety Department releases a notification listing the buildings on
SDSU’s campus that contain
asbestos. The list includes more
than 40 buildings, from East and
West Commons to Love Library.
Asbestos in those buildings can be
found in materials such as pipe
insulation, floor tiles and roofing.
Before you reach for that gas
mask you’ve been saving for this

year’s impending apocalypse, read
this: Your chances of being
exposed to asbestos, let alone getting sick from it, are probably
extremely small. Asbestos is a nifty
mineral compound that was all
the rage during most of the 20th
century, because it’s inexpensive
yet strong and surprisingly resistant to fire and electricity. It’s so
prevalent that any building in the

U.S. constructed prior to 1979 is
usually assumed to contain
asbestos unless proven otherwise.
Eventually, we realized exposure
to airborne asbestos fibers in high
enough quantities leads to grisly
diseases, including malignant lung
cancer and mesothelioma.

see ASBESTOS on page 4
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Empty eyes stare
back at me. Dead
eyes ... He’s been
stripped ... He
looks like he’s
been dead for
days. How long
has it been?
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ASBESTOS: SDSU students remain woefully
uninformed of possible asbestos exposure.
Continued from page 1
Rest assured, asbestos in SDSU
currently poses no threat to your life
and there is a team of trained professionals on campus making sure it
stays that way.
The problem isn’t the imminent
threat of asbestos exposure. The
problem is that, if you’re like me, you
had no idea there even was asbestos
on campus, let alone in more than
40 buildings we use every single day.
SDSU has a responsibility to proactively inform students of the existence of asbestos on campus and of
what is being done to minimize the
risk of exposure.
The asbestos notification released
annually by EHS is distributed to all
school employees in compliance
with California Health and Safety
Code Section 25915. This rule
requires the owners of buildings with
asbestos-containing materials to
inform all their employees of the
presence of asbestos in the building.
This common sense requirement
recognizes employees have a right to
know of any potential health risks
associated with a particular building.
An added bonus is that it makes all
employees part of a constant monitoring system. If employees, for
example, know roofing material in a
certain building contains asbestos,
and they see a broken ceiling tile on
the floor, they know to avoid disturbing the tile and to contact the health
department to deal with the issue
before there’s any risk of exposure.
It makes sense for faculty and
staff to be informed annually of the
existence of asbestos at SDSU, but it
makes even more sense for students
to be informed. With more than
30,000 students at SDSU, we are by
far the likeliest group to notice a situation in which asbestos could be
exposed. More importantly, every
year we spend countless hours in
buildings throughout SDSU, completely unaware of the existence of
asbestos all around us. No matter

Defy Internet reinvention
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how small the risk is, we have a
right to know of that risk. And we
have a right to know how we are
being protected from that risk. The
odds of dying in a plane crash are
extremely small, but its passengers
still have a right to know where the
emergency exits are.
Clearly, SDSU has a responsibility
to inform students about asbestos
on campus. The question is how big
that responsibility is. After all, this
information is freely available online.
The notification is posted every year
by EHS on its site, which is in the
Division of Business and Financial
Affairs website. But unless you frequently navigate SDSU’s administrative websites, or your Google
searches tend to look like: “SDSU +
(insert toxic compound)” you probably had no idea about asbestos on
campus. The school needs to do
much more to reach out to students
and educate them about asbestos
on campus. This can easily be done
at no cost to the school.
First, incoming students should be
informed of the existence of
asbestos on campus and given an
overview of how to identify and
treat a situation in which asbestos
might be exposed. A short presentation could easily be incorporated
into traditional orientation activities.
Annual follow-ups, including EHS’s
notifications, can be distributed to
students by email and social media.
The effort needed to inform students is minimal. But having a student body that is fully aware of
the campus they live and learn at
is invaluable.
LEONARDO CASTANEDA IS A JOURNALISM
SOPHMORE.

No matter how small the risk
is, we have a right to know ...
SDSU has a responsibility to
inform students about
asbestos on campus.
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Too often do we glamorize ourselves for the approval of Internet friends. | THINKSTOCK

I

’m not sure when it happened. Somewhere between
Xanga, the demise of
Myspace and the transition to
Timeline on Facebook, social
networking sites became a much
bigger part of our lives than they
ever needed to be. What was supposed to be a virtual marketplace of
social interaction has slowly been
devolving into an obsessive and
mentally detrimental competition —
a competition we rarely discuss
with each other, a competition that
produces no real victor in the end.
Similar to high school, this unspoken rivalry revolves primarily around
popularity and attractiveness (and
we thought we were past all that) —
except now we have tools and tricks
to make us appear more popular or
attractive than we actually are.
Exhibit A: a new friend request?
“Hmmm … I vaguely remember this
girl from a party. Was she the one
who trolled? I have no bloody idea
who this is. Good enough.” I see
what you did there.
Most of us are guilty of this next
one: altering our photos. I expect
many of you to instantly protest and
insist you’re only editing your pictures for the “artistic value.” Never
mind that the effects you’ve applied
have conveniently eliminated your
blemishes and dark circles. But I’m
no saint. Granted, while I haven’t
actually taken a Photoshop knife to
my body or face in any way, I looked
through my photo albums and
counted four pictures of myself I’ve
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altered with cross process, or the
common “Instagram effect,” and one
picture with black and white.
Honestly, digitally trimming the fat
around your waist or blurring out the
cellulite in your profile picture may
seem relatively harmless to you. But a
recent survey conducted by The
Center for Eating Disorders at
Sheppard Pratt revealed a possible
correlation between Facebook usage
and negative body image. Is anyone
really surprised? Think about it.
In general, the only pictures of ourselves we upload and share are ones
that present us in a flattering light;
and these days, with Photoshop and a
basic knowledge of photography, it’s
becoming easier to do just that. But
by enhancing and eliminating certain
details of our photos, we are ultimately creating an illusion of perfection
that doesn’t exist. Even worse, we are
shamelessly selling this false reality to
our friends without any concern for
the repercussions. If we all participate
in this deceiving practice, how is anyone supposed to be able to differentiate between the modified, revamped
versions of people and the real deal?
Let’s think of this in terms of a
magazine advertisement displaying a
beautiful woman and a handsome
man. When taking pictures of these
models, photographers modify the
lighting and the angles, positions and

facial expressions of the models, not
unlike what you do when you’re taking pictures of yourself in your bedroom. Afterward, the photo editor will
carefully leaf through the vast array of
images, meticulously inspecting each
one in an attempt to find the perfect
photograph. Sound familiar? Next
comes photo editing. Blemishes are
removed. Say goodbye to fine lines,
wrinkles, discoloration and stretch
marks. Let’s tone the arms, slim down
those thighs and tighten up those abs.
People will just assume she works out
regularly or, even better, was born this
way. Make her breasts bigger. Can
someone get this woman a tan
please? Give him a sharper jaw line.
Let’s put some muscle on his calves.
Hello well-endowed compression
shorts in 3 … 2 … 1.
See, what I don’t understand is
how quick women are to criticize
this practice when fashion magazines do it, yet they are incredibly
unwilling to post and share pictures
of themselves in a “natural” state.
Hypocrisy at its finest. By continuing
to portray ourselves in a deceivingly
perfect light, we’re directly contributing to the repulsive and destructive
expectations set before us by a sickeningly superficial culture.
From making ourselves appear
more muscular or toned to tanner or
skinnier, we’ve become obsessed with
eliminating the existence of our
“imperfections” and any evidence we
possess “flaws.” It’s like we’ve totally
abandoned our own uniqueness, in all
of its imperfect splendor, and traded it
in for a stencil with which we will
redraw ourselves to fit the norm.
I’ll leave you with this last
thought. When you post a picture
you’ve altered, you don’t use the
caption space to list the details of
the photo that you’ve edited. “I’m
not really this tan. Photoshop.” You
don’t mention that this picture was
one of 75 that you took on Photo
Booth and that you hated all the
rest. No, you just write something
like, “Bored” and you let people
believe that’s how you really look.
It may not seem destructive, but it is.
—Stacey Oparnica is a journalism
junior.

